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Register results 


Following actions have been taken by Federal agencies. They have been summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER as 
proposals. The extent of consumer comment is reported when such information is available. 


® Food & Drug Administration (FDA) has withdrawn its proposed rule that would have specified the size & kind of 
type that appears on labels of most nonstandardized foods—such as seafood cocktail. Purpose of proposed rule was to keep 
manufacturers from deceptively emphasizing a particular term or word. FDA received 17 comments on the proposal—16 
from manufacturers & manufacturing associations & one from a consumer. All comments opposed the proposal. FDA 
recognizes “that there are cases where variation in the type size of words comprising the statement of identity is beneficial 
to the consumer &/or poses no potential for deception.” Details—'ederal Register: Jan. 30, page 4599; Dec. 10, 1973, page 
33984. CONSUMER REGISTER: Jan. 1, 1974. 

effective Sept. 1, 1978, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) will require that all new cars be 
equipped with front & rear bumpers capable of sustaining certain crash tests at 8 kilometers (5 miles) per hour & corner 
impacts at 4.8 kilometers (3 miles) per hour—without damaging any part of the car except the bumpers themselves & 
fasteners used for attaching them to the car. Some insurance associations wanted a 1976 effective date, but NHTSA said such 
an early date “would impose serious lead time problems on a number of manufacturers.” 

Effective Sept. 1, 1979, the requirements will be even stricter—limiting the damage done to the actual bumpers. 

Present regulations require cars to withstand crashes of 4.8 kilometers per hour without damaging safety-related parts: 
lights, fuel, exhaust, cooling & latching systems. 

Purpose of the new bumper standards is to reduce the cost of low-speed collisions required by the Motor Vehicle 
Information & Cost Savings Act. Details—Federal Register: March 4, page 9346; Feb. 3, 1976, page 4938; Jan. 2, 1975, page 
10. CONSUMER REGISTER: Feb. 1 & Feb. 15, 1975. 

In addition to the above final rules, NHTSA is proposing to give car makers the option of complying with the new 
standard right away instead of waiting until 1978. April 19 is deadline for comments on that proposal. Send comments to 
Docket Section, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Washington, DC 20590. 


@ National Park Service (NPS) has issued a regulation controlling hang gliding & other forms of powerless flight in the 
National Park System. NPS originally proposed to ban all powerless flight except for designated recreational areas. NPS 
received a large number of comments on the proposal. Many commenters felt that hang gliding, especially, “was no more 
detrimental to park resources & atmosphere than other outdoor recreational activities that have traditionally been permit- 
ted or encouraged in many parks.” As a result, NPS changed its position & proposed to allow controlled powerless flight 
activities in some parks. In some cases, written permits will have to be obtained—in other areas, hang gliding will be 
permitted within designated areas. Regulation becomes effective April 5. 

Details—F ederal Register: March 5, page 9553; Dec. 11, 1975, page 57695; Aug. 20, 1975, page 36378. CONSUMER REGISTER: 
Sept. 15, 1975. 


PCBs in fish 


Food & Drug Administration (FDA) is becoming increas- 
ingly concerned about freshwater fish contamination by 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), a class of industrial chemi- 
cals. PCBs have caused toxic effects in humans—such as acne- 
like skin eruption, splotched pigmentation of the skin & nails, 
excessive tears & swollen eyelids. In addition, animals that were 
exposed to high levels of PCBs have developed liver & genetic 
damage. Use of PCBs has been restricted for some time in food 
production, food packaging & animal feeds. ‘ 

es: Firecrackers 

e@ Supports New York State’s action to ban commercial fish- 
ing (except for shad) from the Hudson River & to advise 
sportsfishermen to restrict their consumption of fish caught in 
the Hudson & salmon caught in Lake Ontario. 

e Is investigating the extent of the PCBs problem in fresh- 
water fish in other parts of the country. 

e Will act against all fish in interstate commerce found to 
exceed 5 parts per million (ppm) PCBs. 

e Is considering lowering present tolerance levels for PCBs 
in fish & other foods because recent studies indicate PCBs may 
be more toxic than previously believed. 


Energy Policy & Conservation Act became law in late De- 
cember 1975. That law directs FTC to prescribe labeling rules on 
energy efficiency in a certain way—not the way FTC specified in 
the proposal that was published before the law went into effect. 
In the future, FTC will propose regulations that conform to the 
requirements of the law. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 26, page 8398; Aug. 28, 1975, 
page 39532. CONSUMER REGISTER: Sept. 15, 1975. 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has issued 
a tentative order lowering the permissible explosive charge in 
firecrackers from 130 milligrams of explosive powder to 50 mil- 
ligrams of explosive powder. This would have the practical effect 
of banning from interstate commerce all but small 
firecrackers—called “ladyfingers.” In addition, fuses on common 
fireworks devices must burn at least 3 seconds, but no more than 
6 seconds, before “going off.” 


A complete ban on firecrackers & safety requirements for 
other fireworks was scheduled to go into effect in June 1974 but 
was delayed because of public hearings involving industry, con- 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 26, page 8409; July 6, 1973, sumer groups, CPSC staff members & the state of Hawaii. 


page 18096. CONSUMER REGISTER: Aug. 1, 1973; April 15, 1972; : : ? , 

June 1, 1972: June 15, 1972. This tentative order is not open for comments, except for 
consumers & others who participated in hearings between Sep- 
tember 1974 & early 1975. (A list of participants can be found in 
the March 4 Federal Register. List includes National Society for 
the Prevention of Blindness; American Academy of Pediatrics, 


Air conditioners (continued) 


Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has withdrawn its pro- 


posal to require that room air conditioners carry tags telling con- 
sumers how much energy the air conditioners use. 


Consumers Union; various fire departments; & fireworks man- 
ufacturers. 





CPSC says that “because of complex legal procedures . . . & 
required lengthy hearings,” the order will have no effect on the 
1976 Fourth of July season. 


As always, organized fireworks displays will be allowed. 


Details—Federal Register: March 4, page 9512. CONSUMER 
News: June 15, 1975. CONSUMER REGISTER: June 15 & July 1, 
1974; June 15, 1978. 


Car thefts 


June 2 is deadline for comments on National Highway Traf- 
fic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) advance notice of a pro- 
posed rule that would help make cars more theft-proof. 


NHTSA has required that cars made after Jan. 1, 1970 have 
a key locking system that, when the key is removed, prevents 
either steering or forward movement of the car. NHTSA thinks 
the requirement could be made more effective—& reduce the 
number of deaths & injuries related to auto theft. Under the 
proposed rule, NHTSA would have the rules apply to all motor 
vehicles except trailers. 

NHTSA is considering the following requirements: 

e Stronger door & ignition locks. 

e Improved hood & truck locking devices that could be op- 
erated only from the inside of the car. 

e Different keys for steering lock & door & trunk locks. 

e A system making it impossible to leave the key in the car 
ignition. 

NHTSA is particularly interested in hearing from compo- 
nent suppliers, car manufacturers & physical security systems 
specialists. 

Consumers will have another opportunity to comment when 
NHTSA publishes a proposed rule with specific reeommenda- 
tions. 


Details—Federal Register: March 4, page 9374. Send comments 
to Docket Section, National Highway Traffic Safety Administra- 
tion, Washington, DC 20590. 


Drug quality 


June 14 is deadline for comments on Food & Drug Adminis- 
tration’s (FDA) proposal to revise the current good manufactur- 
ing practice (CGMP) regulations for human & veterinary drugs 
to assure their high quality. Drugs include both prescription & 
over-the-counter drugs. 


Major provisions of the proposal include: 

e All drug products must carry an expiration date—not just 
the drugs with stability problems, as is the case now. 

@ Drug companies must spell out in writing their manufac- 
turing & control procedures. 

e There must be clear lines of responsibility within a com- 
pany for quality control. 

Other requirements for labeling; packaging & sealing of 
finished drug products; & complaint files are also set forth in the 
proposal. 

FDA has responsibility to assure the high quality of all drugs 
used & distributed by Federal agencies. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 13, page 6878. Send comments 
to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers 
Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Washing machines 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has denied 
a petition by a private individual who wanted CPSC to develop 
safety standards that would make perforated tubs in automatic 
washing machines more sanitary. The petitioner said hot water 
& detergent do not kill bacteria, & that the perforated tub is a 
source of cross-contamination because waste water remains in 
the drain tub fill. Petitioner suggested that solid tubs in automa- 
tic washing machines would be more sanitary because the water 
is completely removed. CPSC was unable to conclude that there 
is an unreasonable risk of injury associated with washing 
machines because of sanitation problems. 
Details—Federal Register: Feb. 17, page 7171. 


Standards 


FROZEN HASH BROWN POTATOES—Agriculture 
Dept. is asking for comments on its proposal to issue standards 
for grades of frozen hash brown potatoes. Grades would desig- 
nate different levels of quality for the voluntary use of produc- 
ers, buyers & consumers. No standards exist at this time, but 
production of frozen hash brown potatoes has increased rapidly. 
Send comments, by March 31, to Hearing Clerk, Agriculture 
Dept., Washington, DC 20250. Details—Federal Register: Jan 
22, page 3309. 


RAISIN BREAD—Food & Drug Administration (FDA) is 
proposing a standard of identity for enriched raisin bread. Exist- 
ing standards for raisin bread do not provide for the use of en- 
riched flour or enriched bromated flour. FDA has learned that 
some states require that all flour & bread be enriched. Send 
comments, by April 12, to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Admin- 
istration, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. Details— 
Federal Register: Feb. 12, page 6269. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items 
deemed of particular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or 
authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. Federal Register is 
published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal Register, National 
Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or $50 a year & may be 
ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. Superintendent also 
sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Free copies of Federal Register may be available in libraries. 
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For you Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
These forms are for you to 
use, if you wish, in commenting This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 


CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


on any Federal Agency pro- by (name of agency) - a 
posal summarized in CONSUMER published in Federal Register on (date) f 2 on (page) 
REGISTER. Of course, if you 
cannot get your comments on 
the front & back of a form, feel 
free to continue your comments 
on additional paper. 
Send comment forms to 
addresses listed in the sum- 
maries. 
CONSUMER NEWS is publish- 
ing these forms in cooperation 
with Food & Drug Adminis- 
tration (FDA). 


e 
Rate Register Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
Milk 


@ Agriculture Dept. has set the sup- 
port level for milk used in manufactur- ; , ; 
ing at 80% of parity, beginning April 1. published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 
Present level is 77% of parity [RATE 
REGISTER: Feb. 15]. os 


This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 


by (name of agency) 


Planes 


@ Eastern Airlines has asked 
Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) to ap- 
prove another 2% increase in domestic 
air fares. If approved, increase would 
become effective May 1 & would be in 
addition to 1% & 2% increases that have 
already been approved for all 
airlines—although some (Eastern in- 
cluded) are not planning to put those 
increases into effect until April 1 [RATE 
REGISTER: Feb. 15 & March 1). 


@ International Air Transport Associ- 
ation (IATA) has proposed an average 
6% increase in fares for airlines flying 
the North Atlantic route. If approved 
by the governments involved, the in- 
creases will take effect May 1. One 
example of the increased fares: Round This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) - 
trip coach fare between London & New 
York will be $806 during the summer 
season (it was $764 last year). This is published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 
the first increase for these routes for 

almost a year. 


Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


by (name of agency) 


Mail 


®@ Mailgram, a service offered jointly 
by Postal Service (PS) & Western 
Union, is now being extended to 
Hawaii. Messages are transmitted 
electronically to post offices near the 
addressee & delivered the next day by 
the postman. Messages cost $2.50 for 
100 words [RATE REGISTER: Feb. 15, Street 
1975]. 


Name 


(Continued next page) 


March 15, 1976 





Rate Register 


(continued) 


Phones 


@ On Feb. 29, American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. (AT&T) increased most 
of its regular long distance telephone 
rates & most interstate private line 
services. AT&T estimates the average 
residential customer’s bill will increase 
about 10¢ a month & the average busi- 
ness customer’s bill will increase about 
$2 a month. Rates implement the rate 
increase Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) approved on Jan. 
19 [RATE REGISTER: Feb. 1]. 








